
Theatre Management System (TMS) is a software program for managing the essential operations of cinema 
theatres. It maximises operating efficiency by providing reliable centralised control and automation of 
multi-screen cinema complexes. In addition to its principal functions of centralised monitoring of the screening 
status of all auditoriums, schedule creation, and centralised screening content management, TMS includes 
convenient functions to synchronise schedules with ticketing (POS) systems.

Centralised Monitoring 
TMS displays the real-time screening status of multiple 
auditoriums in a simple format. The status of up to 32 
auditoriums (up to 5 for TMS Lite) can be displayed and 
monitored simultaneously on 2 pages with 16 auditoriums 
per page. Screening content titles and schedules are 
displayed on the computer screen along with the content 
screening status indicated by symbols that change colour 
to notify the user when an error occurs. If an error occurs, the 
error message can be viewed directly on the same screen. 
Errors are also saved to an error log which can be exported 
to a separate file.

TMS automatically controls screenings according to 
programmed schedules, although manual operations 
such as pause and resume are also supported in case 
problems arise. 
 
Schedule Management 
TMS allows the creation and management of multiple 
auditorium schedules from a single location. Schedules 
can be displayed by day or by week.

Screening schedules are managed using performances. 
Start times, end times, and titles are defined in 
performances. A single SPL (Show Play List) is allocated 
to a single performance.

In addition, one method of creating a schedule is importing 
schedule data registered in a ticketing system. Allocating 
a SPL to an imported schedule creates a performance. 
When allocating a SPL to a performance, performances 
with the same movie ID can be searched and the SPL 
automatically allocated to them as well, when allowed. 

You can also copy an existing performance to create 
new performances.

To avoid operating mistakes, TMS indicates by colour the 
urgency level of uncompleted performances, and those 
for which content has not yet been prepared. Also, a ‘To Do 
List’ automatically displays a list of the tasks required to 
complete a schedule, while performances created by 
the TMS are automatically ingested to the auditoriums in 
preparation for scheduled screening.
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TMS creates Show Play Lists ready to be played on screen. 
A SPL is a sequence of packs and CPLs (Composition Play 
Lists) structured as a chain of contents for a single screening, 
from start time to end time.

A “pack” is a grouping of CPLs. You can specify packs 
as advertisements, trailers, features, or other pack types 
Multiple CPLs can be allocated to a pack, which may 
consist of trailers, advertisements, and other content to 
be shown as a group. For efficient SPL creation, SPL styles 
can be used when editing.

A style creates pack frames with assigned pack types 
(advertisement, trailer, feature, etc.) and a defined 
execution sequence. You can allocate CPLs and packs 
to the pack frames.

You can also specify cues in a pack frame to control 
auditorium equipment (curtains and lights), projectors 
and auditorium servers. Cue execution timing is specified 
relative to the start/end time of a SPL/Pack frame. 
Use previously created reusable SPL styles when making 
new SPLs.

SPL Creation 
Tab

Digital Cinema Package (DCP) & 
Key Delivery Message (KDM) Management 
TMS manages content delivered by the distributors. 
Content is provided in packages called DCPs (Digital 
Cinema Package). A DCP is a large package file 
containing encrypted video/audio data and CPLs that 
indicate how to play the video/audio. A public key file, or 
KDM (Key Delivery Message), also provided by the 
distributor, is required in order to play an encrypted DCP. 
The TMS is used to ingest delivered content to the library 
server, and then to each auditorium for screening as 
required. Content can be transferred between servers. 
The TMS window displays a hierarchical list of DCPs and 
the CPLs and KDMs contained in DCPs. This allows for 
easy confirmation of the structure of CPLs in a DCP and 
the KDM validity for a CPL.

To avoid operational mistakes, the TMS provides error 
and warning notifications as the scheduled screening 
time approaches for performances requiring content 
not yet ingested. 
 
User and Role Management 
Only users logged in with a registered user account are 
given access to operate the TMS. The user access 
privileges are managed using roles. A role is used to set the 
privilege level for different categories of operation. A user 
is assigned a role, and the user can operate the system only 
within the permitted area defined by the role. You can also 
restrict which users can gain access by content type. 
The TMS also restricts multiple users from simultaneously 
modifying an item such as a SPL or schedule to prevent 
any possible inconsistency.

Key Features



New Functions in TMS v1.60

DCP validation function expanded 
TMS v1.60 allows you to send validate commands to the 
Sony servers. In addition, by performing simplified validation 
operations for DCPs within the library server and saving the 
validation results to files, you can now perform validation on 
the auditorium server more quickly. 
 
Updated Library screen 
You can display DCP format (SMPTE/Interop), high frame rate, 
3D, 4K, and other icons in the Library screen.

Emergency SPL screening 
You can stop presentations simultaneously in emergency 
situations, and automatically screen a SPL specifically 
configured for emergencies. 
 
Consolidated online/offline switching 
There is a switch between online and offline mode for all 
auditoriums simultaneously. 
 
Displaying the SMS setting screen from TMS 
You can display the settings screen for the Sony server’s SMS 
Controller application from the TMS settings screen while 
configuring auditoriums. 
 
Management of user access by content type 
User access can be restricted by content type. 
 
Configuration of high frame rate playback 
support for auditoriums 
You can individually specify whether each auditorium will 
support playback of high frame rate content. This prevents 
the content from being transferred to auditoriums that do 
not support it. 
 
Revised management of simultaneous 
ingest tasks 
The maximum number of simultaneous ingest tasks is now 
managed individually for each library and auditorium. If the 
number of ingests tasks in one library/auditorium is high, you 
can perform ingest in a different library/auditorium. You can 
specify the maximum number of ingest tasks for libraries in 
the Configuration screen. The maximum number of ingest 
tasks for auditoriums is fixed at 1 (sending and receiving tasks 
combined). 
 
Individual configuration of auto ingest for 
each auditorium 
You can now individually specify whether each auditorium 
is a destination for automatic ingestion. 
 
Invalid character removal during DCP copying 
It is possible to individually specify whether to automatically 
delete or replace invalid characters (i.e., characters not 
supported by the library server or TMS) that may exist in the 
DCP path name when copying DCPs.

 
Updated KDM identification process 
The process for identifying the auditoriums to which KDMs 
copied to the library belong has been updated to allow 
correct identification of auditoriums.

Intermissions 
during screenings 
You can now specify pause and 
resume points in a SPL to insert 
intermissions during presentations. 
You can also screen other content 
during the intermissions.

TMS Lite 
The new-generation Theatre Management 
System Lite software streamlines daily 
operations for smaller exhibitors with up 
to five projectors. 
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Operating Environment

System Requirements

TMS / TMS Lite server

Hardware

PC/AT or compatible based server

CPU: IA32-x64

Memory: 2 GB (min)
HDD: 160 GB (min)

Network: Gigabit Ethernet
Peripheral: USB 2.0 port

Operating System
Windows Server 2008 Standard (x64),

Windows Server 2008 R2,
Windows 7 Home Premium, or later

Execution Environment
Postage SQL 8.2

Java 1.7
Tomcat 7.0

TMS Client

Hardware

PC/AT or compatible
CPU: Pentium 4 or higher IA32

Memory: 2GB (min)
HDD: 20GB (min)

Network: 100base-TX Ethernet or higher
Display: WXGA (1280x800) resolution or higher

Operating System Windows XP, Windows Vista or Windows 7
Browser Internet Explorer 8, Internet Explorer 9 or Firefox 13
Plug in Flash Player 11.4
Applications SMS Controller (enables use of the SMS setting function)

External Systems

Auditorium Server / Sony Server
R220 Digital Cinema Projection System Ver. 2.00.0 or later
R320 Digital Cinema Projection System Ver. 2.00.0 or later

Dolby Server DSS200 Ver. 4.2.0 to 4.4.2

Doremi Server
DCP-2000 Ver. 2.0.10 to 2.2.5
DCP-2K4 Ver. 2.0.10 to 2.2.5

ShowVault Ver. 2.0.10 to 2.2.5 (when using the Sony SRX-R320 digital cinema projector)

GDC Server
SA-2100A Ver. 7.8 to 8.0
SX-2000A Ver. 7.8 to 8.0

POS
Radiant Systems Version 5

Allure Global Solutions
Sony D-Cinema Schedule Format*

Library Server
Windows Server 2008 Standard or Windows Server 2008 R2 is recommended.
When using Sony server Supported protocols: FTP (recommended), CIFS, NFS

When using Doremi, Dolby, or GDC server Supported protocols: FTP

FTP Server
Microsoft Internet Information Service 7

FileZilla Server 0.9
ProFTPD 1.3

Miscellaneous
Performance Capacity Up to 32 screens (up to 5 screens for TMS Lite)
Supported Languages English, Japanese, German, and Chinese (Simplified/Traditional)
DST Support Yes

Distributed by
Professional Solutions Europe is the leading supplier of AV/IT solutions to businesses across a wide variety of sectors including, Media and 
Broadcast, Video Security and Retail, Transport & Large Venue markets. It delivers products, systems and applications to enable the creation, 
manipulation and distribution of digital audio-visual content that add value to businesses and their customers. With over 25 years’ experience 
in delivering innovative market-leading products, Professional Solutions Europe is ideally placed to deliver exceptional quality and value to its 
customers. Sony’s Professional Services division, its systems integration arm, offers its customers access to the expertise and local knowledge of 
skilled professionals across Europe. Collaborating with a network of established technology partners, Professional Solutions Europe delivers end to 
end solutions that address the customer’s needs, integrating software and systems to achieve each organisations’ individual business goals. For 
more information please visit www.pro.sony.eu
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For full features visit www.pro.sony.eu/dcinema

*Note: If you create files that support Sony D-Cinema Schedule Format on your ticketing system (POS), schedule data import is enabled. For more information about Sony D-Cinema Schedule 
Format, contact your local Sony representative.


